The Consecration of the Church of the Holy Trinity

A local newspaper, The Middletown Sentinel and Witness, published an account of the
Consecration of our present church building in 1874. Here is the article in its entirety
(pictures were not part of the original article) -- Diane Reid

The Middletown Sentinel and Witness: November 6, 1874 - The Church of the Holy
Trinity, the new Episcopal house of worship, was consecrated to the services of
Almighty God on Tuesday. The day was a beautiful one, and the church was filled by a
large congregation. Our reporter not being able to attend, we copy largely from the
Hartford Post’s interesting report of the services: Bishop Williams officiated, assisted by
the following clergymen: The Rev. Walter Mitchell rector of the church, who read the
request to consecrate. Sentence of consecration, the Rev. Dr. Harwood. Morning
Prayer and creed, the Rev. G. H. Deshon, D.D. First lesson by the Rev. Mr. Spaulding.
Second lesson by the Rev. Prof. Hart. Creed by the Rev. F. Goodwin. Ante
Communion Dr. Coit, Epistle, Dr. Coit. Gospel, the Rev. Mr. Tuder. There were thirty
clergymen robed within the chancel.

The sermon was preached by Bishop Williams from the text: - John
IV, 21-24: Jesus said unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh
when you shall neither in the mountain nor yet at Jerusalem worship
the Father. God is a spirit and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth.

The heads of the able discourse were these: First, Christian worship
Is not a localized, or rather a centralized worship. “Ye shall worship,
&c.” Secondly, itis a spiritual worship. Thirdly, it is a worship in the
truth. “God is a spirit.” We regret that want of space prevents our
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publishing the sermon in full.

The music was by the parish choir, assisted by Miss Jennie Neal, Mrs. Lillie Jackson,
Mr. K. W. Newhall and Mr. L. O. Davis. Miss Eunice Wright presided at the organ, and
the music was unusually excellent. The service closed with the administration of the
holy communion.

Description of the Building

The corner stone of the building, now consecrated, was laid with the usual ceremonies
by Bishop Williams, July 18, 1871. It fronts on Main street, set back about fifty feet from
the sidewalk, and has a fine carriage road all around it. The lot upon which it stands is
the gift, by will, of Mrs. Martha Mortimer Starr. It is one hundred and fifteen feet wide
and extends back five hundred and fifty feet to Broad street, where stands the rectory.
The church building is one of the finest in the state. It is built entirely of Portland brown
stone, the walls being rock face with dressed trimmings. The style is Gothic, with heavy
buttresses; the windows are in pairs, the roof is steep with a high clearstory, all slated in
broad bands of light and dark slate. Across the rear end, built in the same style, is a
spacious chapel, with the gables looking to the north and south and west. The heavily
buttressed tower stands entirely out from the south east corner of the front. Itis



unfinished, being carried up a little higher than the peak of the main roof. Itis to be of
stone and will be very high and handsome. A low front nearly on a line with the front of
the tower, with a slated sloping roof, broken by a large gable over the main entrance
and a small gable on either side over the windows. Another entrance is in front of the
tower, and a third on the north side, and these three open into the vestibule, which is
lighted by three windows. In the peak of the front is a beautiful rose window, and on
each side, lower down, two large double windows.

Within the vestibule, which is very spacious and light, are seen two memorial tablets
which were formerly on the walls of the old church. Upon one is the following
inscription: “This tablet is erected as a tribute of respect to the memory of Martha
Mortimer Starr, who died May 7, 1848, aged 71 years. For many years a communicant,
and at her death a liberal benefactor of this church.” The other tablet is as follows: “To
the memory of Fanny Alsop, a devoted communicant and benefactor of this church, this
tablet is erected. Died July 1, 1845, aged 81 years.

Three doors open into the three aisles of the church, the interior of which is very lofty,
spacious and grand. A row of five heavy columns extend from the front to the rear on
either side, from which spring lateral arches over the side aisles, and higher up between
the columns are arches that extend to and support the clerestory walls and roof. The
beams, girders and rafters are uncovered, and the roof is in panels. The walls, columns
and ceilings are in neutral tints. Chandeliers in blue and gold adorn the walls and
columns, each consisting of three branches with three burners each, making about 240
burners in all. The clearstory windows are of ground glass, with richly colored borders.
The entire floor is covered with carpet of two shades of red, the gift of Mrs. John
Watkinson. The wainscoting and pews are chestnut, with light red rep cushions. There
are 183 pews and their seating capacity is about 1000. The aisles and front spaces will
accommodate about 200 more. The chancel is lofty, broad and deep, richly decorated
and furnished. It opens through a high arch on the right into the choir, and on the left
through a small door into the robing room. The grained ceiling of the chancel is richly
decorated with blue and gold. The panels, in dark brown, show the cross and crown
with the monograms I. H.S. and Alpha and Omega. The moldings are rich in crimson
and other bright colors. The altar and bishop’s chair are raised one step above the
chancel floor, and behind them stands a very elegant black walnut reredos, covering
three sides of the space. In the panels over the altar are these words in gilt: “For as
often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till He
comes.” “But let a man examine himself and so let him eat of that bread and drink of
that cup.” Along the ledge beneath these are the words “We bless thy holy name for all
the servants departed this life in thy faith and fear.” On the altar are the words in gilt:
“Holy, Holy, Holy.” The reredos is a gift of the friends of the Hon. Ebenezer Jackson,
recently deceased and is in memoriam.

On the altar on a retable stands a very beautiful brass cross, with flower vases on either
side, the gift of Mrs. John Russell. A small brass table desk, red covered books, a
triptych, the gift of Miss Jackson, and other objects adorn the altar. Around either side
from the altar to the reading desks are stalls for the clergy. The pulpit stands outside



the chancel, on the south side of the arch. Itis of chestnut, octagonal, and stands upon
a diminished base. Both pulpit and base are in gothic panel, with heavy moldings. The
reading desks are in the same style. Around the ledge of the pulpit are these words:
“Faith, Hope, Charity, but the greatest of these is Charity.”

Everything in and about the church seems to have been well
done, under the management of the building committee.
Messrs. Robert G. Pike, Ebenezer Jackson, Augustus
Putnam, Joseph W. Alsop, Jr., and Charles E. Hall. The
architect was Henry Dudley, Esq. of New York; masonry by
D. Crear and Co., New York; cut stone work, T. C. Canfield,
Middletown; carpenter’s work, G. D. Hooper, New York;
plumbing, H. M. Smith, Middletown; gas fixtures, Bradley &
Hubbard, West Meriden. Painting and decorations, H.
Fountain, Middletown. Furniture, Springfield Molding Co.
Windows by Mesers. Morgan, Fredericks & Mittemaier of New
York. Heating apparatus, the Burtis furnace, Burtis and Graff,
Photo circa. 1887 New York. Cost of the whole without land about $90,000.

Services will be held in the church every Sunday morning, and for the present every
Sunday evening. The public are cordially invited to attend.

Note: A much briefer article in the Middletown Constitution of November 11, 1874 said
that “the whole cost of the church, as contracted for by the building committee is about
$78,000. That did not include the land or other important items donated by individuals,
such as the memorial windows, which swell the whole cost to about $120,000, which is
now delivered over to the society entirely free from debt.” In today’s dollars, the cost
value of that construction would be $1,200,000, with total value of $1,850,000.
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